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IN TEffi O-AIMS 

Claims 1-23 (Canceled) 

24. (Cwenliy Amended) A method for suppressiug optical defecte in a peunt system, 
wherein the paint system is one of a multicoat color paint system, a. multicoat effect paint 
systOTi, a multicoat color and effect paint system, a color refinish paint system., m effect 
rejBmsh paint system, and a color and effect rejRnish. paint system, comprising iiicluding 
an associative tbickenra: in the paint s>^em, wherein the associative thickener flitat is^ -a t 
Icagt ■ H>nc — of comBrisgs a dipropylene glycol monoaJkyl ether and oDtJonally a 
polyurefhane-based. associative thickene r wherein the aUcvl in the dipropylene dvcol 
monoalkvl ether is at least one of n-pentvl and n^hexvL 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of dato 24, wherein the paint system 
comprises at least one basecoat layer and at least one cleaicoat layer. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 25, wherein the basecoat layer is 
produced, finora an. aqueous basecoat material. 

27. (Prevjonsly Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein the aqueous basecoat 
material comprises a polyurethane polymer. 

28» (Previously Presented) The mettjod of claim 24, wherein flie associative tJiickener 
is present in a basecoat layer, 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, wherein \he polyurethane-based 
associative thickener and tlie dipropylene glycol monoalkyl ether are present in a 
basecoat layer. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, wherein the optical defects 
comprise at least one of: 
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i) light-colored spots, iDtroduced by at least one of dried'-up liquid residues aod 
al^raeion dust residues, wliich remain after abrading of defects in the paint system 
or in a surfecer that is to be coated with the paint system.; and 

ii) polishing spots^ induced by the polisliing of defects ir the paint system, which is 
perfonned for the purpose of refiDJsbjjig the paint syst^.. 

31. (Curreatly Amended) The method of claim 26, wherein the aqiieous basecoat material 
comprises 

(A) at least one water-soluble or -dispersible polyurethane, 

(B) at least one CTOssIinking agent, 

(C) at least one pigment that is at least one of a color pigment, an effect pigment, and 
a color and effect pigment, 

(D) at least one neutralizing agent, 

f E) at least one inorganic thickener, 

(F) an associative tliickener fec^ at least one o f comprising a dipropylene glycol 
monoalkyi ether and optiondlv a polyurethanc-based associative thickener^^ 
wherein the alkyl in die dipropylene glycol monoaJkvl ether is at least one of n- 
pentvl and n-hexvl . 

(G) optionally, at lefijst one water-soluble or -dispersible polyacrylate resin prepared in 
the presence of a wato-soluble or -dispersible polyurethane, and 

. (H) optionally, at least one water-soluble or -dispersible polyester resin. 

3Z (Previously Presented) The method of claim 31, wherein llie aqueous basecoat 
materia], based on its overall weight, contains from 0,5 to 11% by weight of the 
dipropylene glycol monoalkyi ether. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method, of claim 31, wherein the aqueous basecoat 
material, based on its overall wdghl, contains ftom 0.1 to 4% by weight of the 
polyurethane-based associative thickener. 
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34, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 31, wherein tlie aqueous ba^ecoat 
material further comprises at least one additive. 

35. (Previously Presented) The paiixt system prepared by the process of claim 24. 

36- (Previously Presented) The paint system of claim 35, wherein the paint systeitx is 
one of an original coating for a motor veMcle body, m industrial coating, an electrical 
components coating, a coil coating, a paelcaging coating, a plastics coating, and a 
furniture coating. 

37. (Currently Amended) An aqueous Ijasecoat material comprising 

(A) at least one water-soluble or -dispersible polyuretJiane, 

(B) at least one crosslinking agent, 

(C) at least one pigment that is at least one of a color pigment an effect pigment, and 
a color and effect pigment, 

(D) at least one neutralizing agent, 

(E) at least one inorganic thickener, 

(F) an associative thickener tlmt in at Icnfli! fmo ofcomprising a dii^opylene glycol 
roonoalkyl ether and Qption&lly_a polyurethane-based associative fhiclcener^ 
wherein the alkyl in the dipro pvlene glycol monoalkvl ether is atJeast one of n- 
pentvl and n-hexy) , 

(G) optionally, at least one water-soluble or -dispersible polyacrylate resin prepared in 
the presence of a water-soluble or -dispersible polynrethaxie, and 

(H) optionally, at least one wai-er-soluble or -dispersible polyester resin. 

38, (Previously Presented) The aqueous basecoat materia] of claim 37, wherein the 
aqueous basecoat material, based on its overall wdght, contains frovi 0,5 to 11% by 
weight of the dipropylene glycol monoalkyl etlier. 
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39. (Previously Presented) Tlie aqueous basecoat material of claim 37, wberein Hie 
aqueous basecoat material, based on its overaU weight, contains from 0.1 to 4% by 
weight of the polyuretbane-based associative thickener. 

40. (Previously Presented) The axjucous basecoat materia] of claim 37 further 
comprises at least one additive. 

41. (Previously Presented) A paint system comprising at least one basecoat layer, 
wherein the paint system is one of a mwlticoat color paint system, a multicoat effiect paint 
system, a multicoat color and effect paint system, a color refinish paint system, an effect 
refinish paint system, and a color and effect relanish paint system; and wherein tlie 
basecoat layer is produced from the aqueous basecoat materi al of claim 37. 
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